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The Peace Prayer

OCCCA 4F#84

Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace;
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;
Where there is injury, pardon;

Where there is error, the truth;

Where there is doubt, the faith;

Where there is despair, hope;

Where there is darkness, light;

And where there is sadness, joy.

O Divine Master,

Grant that [ may not so much seek
To be consoled, as to console;

To be understood, as to understand;
To be loved as to love.

For it is in giving that we receive;
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.
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Where 1s Our Promise Land?
SAPEHL

... as your spiritual director, it is my job to challenge all of you to live the fullest of
Christ life. Some of you might already have a full life (full schedule) dealing with life
itself — raising young children, paying mortgages and participating in OCCCA
activities. In addition to all of the above, you might have to deal with your own
personal problems with your family and your struggling relationship or even,
already becoming a single parent. If you include Jesus in all of these activities in
your life, you are living the fullest of Christ life. If not, you are just living a busy life.
How has OCCCA played a role in your life in the last 30 years? If you feel that
OCCCA has helped you a lot in centering Christ in your life, it is because you have
contributed a lot of effort in it. Would you like this association to continue to helping
others?

One time, I talked to a monk who was the superior of some big monasteries in the
east coast for many years. He told me that for the continuous existence of a
monastery, there are three essential things to look into: Firstly, the way they take
care of the old monks. Secondly, there are steady flows of new vocations coming in
every year. Thirdly, the monastery is financially sound and stable. Even though
OCCCA is not a monastery, it is still a community filled with God’s love and founded
in the name of God. I think there are three things need to look into in order to
survive:

1. Are we taking care of our senior members?

2. Do we have plan for our younger generation?

3. More and more members are going into retirement, what can we offer these
crouching tigers and hidden dragons as a catholic community?

... So, to make it simple, I see that we have two directions to go in order for
OCCCA continue to exist. One is to move towards the direction of having a parish
center, a place we can call home. Or, center on more benefits for our members
addressing the issues mentioned above. If we don’t want to follow either direction,
then we should just enjoy the moment while it lasts and make OCCCA a social club
for us to kill time with and it is not a bad idea either. It took the Israelites 40 years to
reach the promise land, I hope we will reach our promise land too when we celebrate
our 4o0th anniversary.
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