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My First Missions Trip
Carol Sun
This summer when | traveled to Bangkok, | experienced so many new
things | will never forget. As this was my first missions trip, | went not knowing
what to expect. My team of 20 people, 15 university students and five post-college
adults, fasted from technology, communication, comfort and material wealth,
space, language, etc. We prayed for God to meet us where we were at and to show
us his heart for the oppressed and marginalized.

Thailand is beautiful, and Bangkok is just like any other city on earth--
every place has its own set of problems. We were sent to the poorest areas to serve
whom Jesus referred to as “the least of these”. For five weeks, we worked with
child Cambodian refugees, the abandoned elderly, an ostracized leper community,
and young single mothers. Thai people are incredibly loving and hospitable, but
we met a lot of obstacles. While living in poverty, witnessing outbursts of
domestic violence, encountering racism, and feeling foolish, lonely, or unwanted
meandering in an
indirect and passive
culture that attempts
to save face, we could rely on nothing and nobody
except the Holy Spirit. God really spoke to all of us
in multiple ways: through Scripture, the emotional
rollercoaster of each day, and our supportive and
loving teammates. Reflecting upon my experiences, |
felt compelled to reach out to people who I view as
the oppressors and the privileged in the systems of
injustice that our world is built around.

Personally, I could never truly comprehend Jesus’ love for me until I related it to my passion for loving
others and explored for myself his life of ministry in
the Gospel. My trip to Thailand was a gift from God
that affirmed the previous two years of my walk of
faith. Now that I am back in the USA, | want to use
my knowledge and enthusiasm for social justice as
two things: 1) as a bridge to bring non-believers to
faith, and 2) as a challenge for Christians to invite
Jesus to show them what it truly means to love. This
missions trip was a really valuable experience, and |
really feel so much closer not just to God but to the
unseen others who share the globe with us.
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KING HARBOR

SEAFOOD RESTAURANT

Live Seafood ® Wedding Facility
FHRGH « FLEE
TEL: (714) 636-9103

13018 HARBOR BLVD.
GARDEN GROVE, CA 92843

www.kingharborseafood.com
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General dentistry for adults &kids,
Orthodontics, Implants.
Irvine
9070 Irvine Center Dr. #130
Irvine, Ca 92618
(949)387-6418
China Town
733 NEW HIGH ST. #A
LOS ANGELES, CA 9001z
(213)680-2808
West Covina

1013 S. GLENDORA AVE

COVINA, CA 91790
(626)960-6993
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BRES » fEHET  ERE  KEERE
REHE > —EETFFWY I -15=53&%] Pala Mesa
HfEZE Pala Casino’® Pechanga Casino
BEBSERR > BHER - REHER

RESGEIZEE B > BEE - KRR HEsHgs
E4%$: 3888 E- Mission Roade Fall
CA 92028 (Next to City of Temecu
BEEN - SRk EET (Dre Francis HSU )
Tel: (714)—883—6988 Email:hsu_888@yahoo.com
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