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It is no accident that Jesus winds up in the wilderness. He is not lost, he is not being punished,
and he has not sinned. Jesus is in the desert because he was led by the Spirit.

Temptation and testing is for the strong and not the weak. It’s usually the obedient and not the
disobedient who are tested. One is tempted only to do that which lies within one’s capacity,
and the greater one’s capacities, the greater one’s temptations. And surprisingly, temptation
does not usually involve an obvious evil. The source of our temptations is almost always our
own legitimate, normal, natural desires.

Taking advantage of Jesus' hunger, the devil tries to entice Jesus to grasp after security for its
own sake; to embrace a close association with the powerful; and to secure the glory of political
leadership.

The devil puts three excellent offers before Jesus to tempt him. Turn stones to bread; in a world
of hunger, why not? Jump off the temple; in a world cautious to believe or commit, why not?

Be a political force; in a world of injustice, why not?

The temptation is not that food, power and leadership are inherently wrong, but rather that they
can be used for the wrong ends, or at the wrong time.

The first temptation deals with the immediate physical needs, an inescapable reality for all of
us. Inall ancient cultures the word “bread” stands for all that feeds us physically. The well-
being of our family, loved ones and ourselves, is of great importance to all of us. It is here that
we are often tested, and it is here where we are often amazed by our own strength, by the
compassion of our friends and by the love of God.



The second temptation uses scripture in order to put God to the test. The human tendency to
bargain with God is so common. ‘Ask and it shall be given, knock and the door will be
opened,” so why doesn’t God give me my heart’s desire? Why doesn’t God answer my
prayers? These are legitimate questions, but they can also be bargaining chips. “Answer this
prayer, God, and I’ll be good forever and ever.” Or “Give me what [ want, God, and I will
believe in you.” Sound familiar?

The third temptation is the terrible, seductive call of power. Jesus knew well the results of
giving in to the worship of other gods — the gods of greed, of luxury, of controlling others.

This is the power that corrupts and destroys even the best.

Do you recognize them in these temptations set before Jesus? In many ways they are universal
temptations. They are all, in a sense, temptations

to take control of our own lives —

to set objectives of our own apart from God —

to lower our sense of what God wants of us as we seek self-fulfillment and self-satisfaction
rather than self-giving obedience to him.

We do not have to look for temptations, they come looking for us. The temptations are there at
every turn.

Temptations have at their center the intention of turning us away from God, from others and
even from ourselves as well. They are sometimes subtle and sometimes very urgent, but they
turn us away from truth and light, regardless of the consequences.

Jesus refuses in the desert to turn stones into bread, but before long he will feed thousands in
the wilderness with just a few loaves and some fish, and he will teach his disciples to pray to
God for their "daily bread.” The temptation was for him to use his powers for himself. Jesus
chose a pattern of life where he would use his gifts and power for others, never for himself,

In the second test, He refuses to take advantage of his relationship to God by leaping off the
Temple; and at the end of his earthly ministry he still faces the taunts “He called himself the
Son of God.” “He saved others, why doesn’t he save himself.”

And he turns down the devil's offer of worldly kingship, but he offers the kingdom of the God

to all those who follow him in the way of righteousness. He even says to us, “The kingdom of
God is within you.”

God himself is being tested. Jesus could give in to the temptation, but all would have been lost.

Honor, righteousness, love and mercy would become counterfeit. Hope, joy, forgiveness,
redemption and reconciliation would be bleak distortions or jokes at best. The Gospel, the good
news, would be no news at all.

The temptations are to be something that we are not. For us, all temptations can be summed up
in the temptation to be something that we are not. Temptation is anything that makes us less



human. It is in times of testing or trial we are called upon to prove our true identity and
character, who we are and whose we are.

To be human means that we will be tested, that is a result of the original sin that we carry with
us. But there are a few things to remember:

The devil’s tests correspond to three common lies:

Only those who have material resources are blessed by God;
Only those who have great spiritual lives are blessed by God; and
Only those who have power are blessed by God.

No place is so desolate, so distant, or so challenging that Jesus has not already been there; no
test or temptation is so great that Jesus has not already overcome it.

God did not abandon Adam and Eve in the garden, and for us as well, even if we fall into the
temptation of forgetting God, Grace will not forget us. This is truly Amazing Grace.

Jesus stands firm in the truth and in the light when he is in the desert, and he invites us to do the
same. He will be with us at our side, to give us strength, and together with him we can continue
to trust God and to surrender to God’s loving plan.
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WWWANF.0rg Lord, strengthen us:
We do not want to strike
deals [with thy enemies],
to retreat, to compromise,
to weaken, to allow them
to deface the divine

us, may our prayer always
be that from Sacred

Scripture: “| have chosen
to be an abject in the

of my God, rather
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