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Fr. Steve Corder’s homily for Ascension Sunday on 5/29/22 with help from Pope Francis

In the last hours of his life, Jesus prays. In those moments, as he prepares to take leave of his disciples and
this world, Jesus prays for his friends. Even though he goes to be again with the Father, Jesus continues to love
us and pray for us. From his prayer, we learn how to deal with dramatic and painful moments in our own lives.
Let us think about one particular word that Jesus uses in his prayer to Father: it is the word “keep”. As we
celebrate the Ascension of the Lord together today, what are we being called to keep?

In the first place, to keep the faith. We need to keep the faith lest we yield to grief or plunge into the
despair of those who no longer see a way forward. In the Gospel, John tells us that Jesus, before uttering a word,
“looked up to heaven” (Jn 17:1). Jesus lifts his eyes to God. He does not resign himself to evil; he does not let
himself be overwhelmed by grief; he does not retreat into the bitterness of the defeated and disappointed; instead,
he looks to heaven. This was the same advice he had given his disciples: when Jerusalem is invaded by armies,
and people are fleeing in dismay amid fear and devastation, he tells them to “stand up and raise your heads,
because your redemption is drawing near” (Lk 21:28). To keep the faith is to keep our gaze lifted up to heaven.
To keep the faith is to refuse to yield to the logic of hatred and vengeance, but to keep our gaze fixed on the God
of love, who calls us to be brothers and sisters to one another.

Prayer leads us to trust in God even in times of difficulty. It helps us to hope when things seem hopeless
and it sustains us in our everyday struggles. Prayer is not a retreat, an escape, in the face of problems. Instead, it
is the only weapon at our disposal for keeping love and hope alive amid the weapons of death. It is not easy to
lift our gaze when we are hurting, but faith helps us resist the temptation to turn in on ourselves. We may want to
protest, to cry out to God in our pain. We should not be afraid to do so, for this too is prayer. The Lord always
hears the cry of his people and dries their tears.

Second, to keep unity. Jesus asks the Father to preserve the unity of his disciples, so that they may be
“completely one” (Jn 17:21), one family in which love and fraternity reign. He knew what was in the heart of his
disciples; he had seen them argue at times about who was the greatest, who should be in charge. This is the deadly
disease of division. Sins against unity abound: envy, jealousy, the pursuit of personal interests rather than the
common good, the tendency to judge others. Those little conflicts of ours find a reflection in great conflicts. The
final appeal that Jesus makes before his Passover is an appeal for unity.

We are called to keep unity, to take seriously this heartfelt plea of Jesus to the Father: to be completely
one, to be a family, to find the courage to live in friendship, love and fraternity. Each of us can make an effort to
be, in little things, a builder of fraternity, a sower of fraternity, someone who works to rebuild what is broken
rather than fomenting violence. We are also called to do this as a Church; let us promote dialogue, respect for
others, care for our brothers and sisters, and communion.

Finally, and third, we are called to keep the truth. Jesus asks the Father to consecrate his disciples in truth
as they will be sent throughout the world to carry on his mission. Truth, for the apostle John, is Christ himself,
the revelation of the Father’s love. Jesus prays that his disciples, although living in the world, will not follow the
criteria of this world. They are not to let themselves be enticed by idols, but to keep their friendship with Christ.
The Lord wants us to be consecrated in the truth and the beauty of the Gospel, so that we can testify to the joy of
God’s kingdom even as we face our struggles together.

Jesus’ prayer helps us keep the faith, even in times of difficulty, to be builders of unity and to risk our
lives for the truth of the Gospel. Let us not lose hope. Jesus continues to intercede before the Father. In this
prayer Jesus intercedes for all of us, praying that the Father will keep us centered in his love and the promise of
the resurrection. Jesus says to each of us even as he ascends to the Father, “Remain in my love.”
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O my God, tedch me to be generous, to serve You as

You deserve to be served, to give without counting
the cost, to fight without fear of being wounded, to
work without seeking rest, and to spend myself
without expecting any reward but the knowledge
that I am doing Your Holy Will.

It Jgnating of Loyola
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